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Synopsis

Belize, a small country that became independent in 1981, possesses lush forests, a beautiful
coastline, and a lifestyle that appeals to vacationers. It is bordered to the north by Mexico, and to
the south and west by Guatemala. Off the coast of Belize, in the Caribbean Sea, is a 190-mile (300
km) long barrier reef that is home to many unusual plants and animals. It is the only country in
Central America where English, not Spanish, is the official language. This reflects its history as a
British colony. Today, Belize has a highly diverse society, as its roughly 350,000 residents include
people from many different cultural and ethnic backgrounds. There’s a lot to discover about Belize!
Each title in this series contains color photos, maps, a chronology of events related to the country,
recipes, list of festivals, ideas for projects and reports, and back matter including: an index, further
reading lists for books and internet resources, and a series glossary. Mason Crests editorial team
has placed Key Icons to Look for throughout the books in this series in an effort to encourage library
readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore possibilities and expand their viewpoints
through our content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons are as follows: Words to Understand are
shown at the front of each chapter with definitions. These words are then used in the prose
throughout that chapter, and are emboldened, so that the reader is able to reference back to the
definitions- building their vocabulary and enhancing their reading comprehension. Sidebars are
highlighted graphics with content rich material within that allows readers to build knowledge and
broaden their perspectives by weaving together additional information to provide realistic and

holistic perspectives.
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